
REPORT

SAARC LITERATURE FESTIVAL

February 13, 14, 15, 16, 2015

Foundation of SAARC Writers and Literature (FOSWAL) the 

Apex Body of SAARC, organized SAARC LITERATURE 

FESTIVAL in collaboration with Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India and Indian Council For Cultural 

Relations on February 13, 14, 15, 16, 2015 at Agra.

The Festival at Agra was a continuation of the tradition 

initiated by Ms. Ajeet Cour, President FOSWAL to strengthen 

people to people contacts, a positive step to build up peace, 

mutual understanding, reciprocal respect to cultural diversity 

within borders and beyond borders in the SAARC region. 

The people of SAARC share a history and common 

civilization. In this shared civilization the writers and poets 

are important and strong pillars to support the Track II bridge 

to establish understanding, promotion of trust and respect for 

each other, above all removal of mis-concept and distrust.

The SAARC region holds eight countries connected to each 

other by rivers, mountains and the seas. The writers and 

poets are the conscience keepers of the society. Terror or 

violence of any kind are threat to mankind. This keeps the 

conscience keepers together which was evident by the 

overwhelming welcome response by the writers, poets and 
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intellectuals of the SAARC countries to our invitation for the 

Literature Festival at Agra. 

To build up people to people contacts and strengthen Track-

II the festival should include more participants and to meet 

more often so that less attended common issues related to 

minorities, women, dalits and tribals and marginalized 

languages are voiced strongly.

The SAARC Festival of Literature opened up by inviting the 

Guests of Honour to float rose petals on water and occupy 

front row seats.

Mr. Vivek Jain, Ms. Ajeet Cour and Prof. Refaqat Ali Khan 
at the Press Conference

Registration of Delegates
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Venue of the SAARC Literature Festival
Grand Hotel, Agra
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In a brief opening up ceremony the following guests of 

Honour floated rose petals on water :

 H.E. Mr. Mohammad Ibrahim Ghafoori, 
 Director, SAARC Secretariat, Kathmandu 

 Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra (India)

 Ms. Selina Hossain (Bangladesh)

 Mr. Daya Dissanayake (Sri Lanka)

 Prof. Ashish Nandy (India) 

 Dr. Abdul Ghafoor Liwal (Afghanistan)

 Mr. Om Thanvi (India)

 Ms. Kunzang Choden (Bhutan)

 Prof. Abhi Subedi (Nepal)

 Mr. Ziya-us-Salam (India)

 Dr. Shahzad Qaiser (Pakistan)

 Mr. Ibrahim Waheed (Maldives)

 Thakur Ram Pratap Singh (India)

 Mr. Rahim Hayat Qureshi 
 Minister Political, Pakistan High Commission in India

 Mr. Said Hafizullah Maududi, 
 Political Counsellor, Embassy of the Islamic Repubic 

of Afghanistan

Prof. Refaqat Ali Khan, the Director, invited H.E. Mr. M. 

H.E. Mr. Mohammad Ibrahim Ghafoori, Director, 
SAARC Secretariat, Kathmandu, floating rose petals in the ‘urli’.
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H.E. Mr. Rahim Hayat Qureshi, Minister Political,
Pakistan High Commission in India, floating rose petals in the ‘urli’.

Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra, India and Mr. Daya Dissanayake, Sri Lanka, 
floating rose petals in the ‘urli’.

Prof. Abhi Subedi from Nepal and Dr. Selina Hossain from Bangladesh, 
floating rose petals in the ‘urli’.
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Mr. Ibrahim Waheed from Maldives, and Ms. Kunzang Choden 
from Bhutan, floating rose petals in the ‘urli’.

Dr. Shahzad Qaiser from Pakistan and Mr. Ziya-us-Salam of India, 
floating rose petals in the ‘urli’.

Thakur Ram Pratap Singh and Thakurain Jyotika Singh, 
floating rose petals in the ‘urli’.
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Ibrahim Ghafoori, the Director SAARC Secretariat, 

Kathmandu, Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra, the President of the 

Session and Ms. Ajeet Cour, President FOSWAl to come and 

occupy their seats on the dais. 

Ms. Ajeet Cour welcomed the Excellency Mr. M. Ibrahim 

Ghafoori, Director SAARC Secretariat, Kathmandu, Dr. 

Sitakant Mahapatra, Guests of Honour and delegates, 12 

from Afghanistan, 9 from Bangladesh, 4 from Bhutan, 60 

from India, 1 from Maldives, 11 from Nepal, 23 from Pakistan 

In the audience from left : Thakur Ram Pratap Singh, 
Mr. Rahim Hayat Qureshi, Minister Political, Pakistan High Commission, 

Mr. Said Hafizullah Maududi, Political Counsellor, Embassy of 
Afghanistan in India, Dr. Rajmohan Gandhi and Ms. Usha Gandhi.

Mr. R.K. Sethi, Manager FOSWAL honouring H.E. Mr. M. Ibrahim Ghafoori, 
Director SAARC Secretariat, Kathmandu, with a Pashmina Shawl
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and 9 from Sri Lanka. She made a special mention of the 

demise of a Bangla poet Gobinda Haldar who was a source 

of inspiration to Mukti Jodhas of East Bengal, now 

Bangladesh.

After her warm welcome and thanks she requested H.E. Mr. 

M. Ibrahim Ghafoori to make the Inaugural Address.

Excellency Mr. Ghafoori spoke about the objectives of the 

SAARC. He made a special mention of FOSWAL which was 

recognized as a SAARC Apex Body in 2002 which played a 

proactive role in promoting friendship through literary works, 

workshops, conferences and other activities.

Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra in his Presidential Address drew the 

attention of the audience to awesome ground realities and 

the dream of literature, focus being on terrorism for which he 

asked the writers to have a sacred obligation to prevent the 

death of conscience. ‘Protect, nourish and awaken the 

inherent goodness in each human being’, he emphasized.

Presidential address was followed by the most awaited 

Award Ceremony. Ms. Ajeet Cour the President of FOSWAL 

most graciously and humbly presented the awards which 

carried cash/cheque, citation, a memento and a shawl. The 

citations were read by Prof. Abhi Subedi.

SAARC Lifetime Achievement Award :

 Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra (India)

Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra, eminent scholar and poet, receiving the 
SAARC LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD from Ms. Ajeet Cour and 

H.E. Mr. Ibrahim M. Ghafoori, Director SAARC Secretariat, Kathmandu
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SAARC Literature Awards :

 Ms. Selina Hossain (Bangladesh)

 Mr. Suman Pokhrel (Nepal)

 Mr. Aryan Aroon (Afghanistan)

 Mr. Nisar Ahmed Chaudhury (Pakistan)

Dr. Selina Hossain, eminent scholar and fiction writer from Bangladesh, 
receiving the SAARC LITERATURE AWARD from Ms. Ajeet Cour and 
H.E. Mr. Ibrahim M. Ghafoori, Director SAARC Secretariat, Kathmandu

Mr. Suman Pokhrel, eminent poet from Nepal, receiving the 
SAARC LITERATURE AWARD from Ms. Ajeet Cour and 

H.E. Mr. Ibrahim M. Ghafoori, Director SAARC Secretariat, Kathmandu
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Mr. Aryan Aroon eminent young poet from Afghanistan, receiving the 
SAARC LITERATURE AWARD from Ms. Ajeet Cour and 

H.E. Mr. Ibrahim M. Ghafoori, Director SAARC Secretariat, Kathmandu

Mr. Nisar Ahmed Chaudhury, coordinator of FOSWAL in Pakistan, 
receiving the SAARC LITERATURE AWARD from Ms. Ajeet Cour.

All the awardees sharing happy moments with Ajeet Cour.
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BOOK RELEASE

Book release was another attraction for the authors and the 

participants. The creative genius of the writers and poets 

finds expression in print. It is a matter of great pleasure and 

pride that the SAARC Literature Festivals have also been a 

great source of inspiration for generating creativity in 

language and literature in all the SAARC countries. The 

release of a large number of the books at the Agra Festival 

was very encouraging. In the Inaugural session, H.E. Mr. M. 

Ibrahim Ghafoori, Director SAARC Secretariat, Dr. Sitakant 

Mahapatra, President of the Inaugural Session and Ms. Ajeet 

Cour, President of FOSWAL released the following books :

Dawn of the Waning Moon by Jharna Rahman of 

Bangladesh

Hussy and Island Breezes by Ibrahim Waheed from 

Maldives

The Floating Stones by Tanni Bose from Bhutan

Anticipation by Ramakanta Das from India

Asampoorna, the Incomplete by Raamaa Chandramouli

From the Biography of an Unknown Woman by Indira 

Babbelapati

Flamingo by Perugu Ramakrishna from India

The release of books continued throughout the Festival. 

Ms. Ajeet Cour and H.E. Mr. Ibrahim M. Ghafoori, 
Director SAARC Secretariat, Kathmandu, releasing the book of 

Mr. Ibrahim Waheed from Maldives.
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Various books was released in the Festival
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Several books were released :

Jeevan Katha (Punjabi) by Qayum Tahir from Pakistan

Jeevan Mulya and Cheen Ke Ve Das Din (Hindi) by Dr. 

Shashi Goyal from India.

Samanantar (Hindi) by Rajendra Milan from India.

The Inaugural session came to end with the thanks of the 

director, Prof. Refaqat Ali Khan to the V.I.Ps on the dais, the 

guests of honour and delegates from the SAARC countries. 

He made a special mention of Ajeet Cour the President of 

FOSWAL by calling her RUH-I-RAWAN, THE MOVING 

SPIRIT. He reminded the writers and poets that 2014 was a 

special year for lovers of Urdu. 2014 is the year of 100th 

death anniversaries of Hali and Shibli and 100th birth 

anniversaries of Krishan Chandra and Khwaja Ahmad 

Abbas. Moreover, a year earlier it was the 100th birth 

anniversary of Manto and a year later that of Asmat 

Chughtai.

In the end Prof. Khan thanked the staff of Grand Hotel and 

his own colleagues, R.K. Sethi and Praveen Mahajan.

WELCOME ADDRESS

Ajeet Cour

Let me welcome all of 

you, my friends, 

writers, poets and 

scholars, members of 

our Intellectual Think 

Tank, our Governing 

Council Members, to 

this annual SAARC 

LITERATURE 

FESTIVAL.

I welcome Excellency Mr. M. Ibrahim Ghafoori who will 

present the Inaugural Address. Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra who 

will deliver the Presidential Address.

And I welcome all the Guests of Honour who inaugurated the 

Festival by floating rose petals in the Jamuna Water.

I welcome all the delegates : 12 from Afghanistan, 9 from 
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Bangladesh, 4 from Bhutan, 60 from India, 1 from Maldives, 

11 from Nepal, 23 from Pakistan, 9 from Sri Lanka.

Friends, I announce with grief the death of a great Bangla 

poet Gobinda Halder at the age 86 on 17.01.2015. His 

powerful lyrics were a great source of inspiration for the 

fighters for peace and for making society fearless. I share 

the grief of Bengali loving people of India and Bangladesh 

and the freedom loving people of the world on his sad 

demise.

Govinda of Mahabharata inspired the Pandavas to flight for 

the truth. Similarly Gobinda of Kolkata inspired Mukti 

Joddhas of East Bengal to fight for truth in Bengal in 1971.

Talking of our FOSWAL, launching our journey in 1986, our 

current Festival is the 49th of our SAARC Festivals.

FOSWAL launched its vision of cultural bonding among the 

neighbouring SAARC countries in 1986, and emerged as the 

first and the only non-government organisation working for 

Track II 'Public Diplomacy', in the specific area of culture, for 

creating cultural connectivity through a Think Tank of 

Intellectuals and Writers, Creative Fraternity and Peace 

Activists, Folklore-Buddhist-Sufi Scholars, Folk Performers 

and Artists, Theatre and Film Artists, Painters and Dancers-

Musicians, who have common sensitivities and common 

concerns for the socio-cultural-political-economic-tribal-

gender issues of the region. 

Writers of Pakistan set foot on Indian soil, for the first time 

A section of the audience.
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after Partition, in 1987. And writers from India set foot on the 

soil of Pakistan, as 'FOSWAL Caravan', for the first time in 

2002.

The FIRST-EVER SAARC WRITERS CONFERENCE was 

organised in April 2000.

Much before Afghanistan officially became part of SAARC in 

2007, in April 2000, two poets from Afghanistan were also 

invited to participate in our SAARC Writers Conference, who 

sang their lyrical poems in Pushto and Dari. 

SAARC SECRETARIAT realized the importance of our work, 

and the then Secretary General Dr. Nihal Rodrigo HOSTED 

inauguration of our SECOND SAARC LITERARY AND 

CULTURAL CONFERENCE, in SAARC Secretariat's own 

Theatre Hall, in Kathmandu, in November 2000. The Third 

Festival was in Bangladesh in 2001, and Fourth in India in 

2001.

Everybody realized at the highest levels, that it was a major 

step of Track II Initiatives in the region, and it produced 

miraculous results. 

The SAARC Charter, which was so far devoid of Culture, 

was therefore amended during the 13th SAARC Summit in 

Kathmandu, and 'cultural exchanges' included in the SAARC 

constitution.

FOSWAL was given the honour of SAARC RECOGNISED 

BODY by the SAARC SUMMIT, on January 1, 2002.  

Our Status has been elevated to SAARC APEX BODY.

Every year, the major SAARC FESTIVAL OF LITERATURE 

picks up a theme which is of great concern in the SAARC 

region, to have serious deliberations about it in our Academic 

Seminar. We, the writers are not only wordsmiths. We firmly 

believe that writers should be concerned people. All the 

problems of the Region effect us as sensitive human beings 

and as writers.

This year the Main Theme of the Festival is :

Beyond Borders — Bridging Historical Traumas, and 

Moving Towards Reconciliations, Leading to Peace 

and Tranquility in the Region. 

The rest of the day we exchange our creative writings, 

because they help us understand each other's concerns, and 
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the literary trends in the neighbouring countries. Underlining 

the important fact that the neighbours are not 'others' ! 

Repeating our conviction that respecting the otherness of the 

others is the only way to Peace ! 

Every writer is a neighbour, every painter or singer responds 

to the same world of colours and musical notes, and every 

sensitive and aware mind brings tentative solutions to 

questions of common concerns, willingness to speak without 

fear of censorship, committed to defend the right of others, 

committed to live a life of the mind which is constantly 

seeking and questioning.

We, the writers and intellectuals of SAARC countries, with a 

single strong voice, stand up and be counted, talking about 

our own problems which are our exclusive concerns.

In our SAARC Region, besides sharing our clouds and 

monsoons, our birds and animals, our oceans and rivers, our 

flora and fauna, we also share long civilisational journeys, 

horizontally and vertically, on micro and macro levels. We 

therefore share our pains and anguish too which need 

healing.

In the end, I express my gratitude to the Director of the 

Festival Prof. Refaqat Ali Khan without whom I couldn't have 

read each and every Paper, given suggestions to the writers 

of the Papers, and made such a comprehensive Programme.

I also express my gratitude to Mr. Vivek Jain, our Chief 

Coordinator in Agra who has been working tirelessly to make 

this Festival a success.

I welcome you all, for the 3rd time in the historical city of 

Agra, for our 49th SAARC Writers Festival.

INAUGURAL ADDRESS

H.E. Mr. M. Ibrahim Ghafoori, Director 
SAARC Secretariat, Kathmandu

It gives me great pleasure to be among the literary figures of 

this region who are symbolizing here the SAARC fraternity' 

vision for integrity through literature and culture and who are 

reflecting a portion of the ideal of people-to- people contacts. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Madam Ajeet 

Cour, the President of the Foundation of SAARC Writers and 
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Literature (FOSWAL) for inviting me at this auspicious 

gathering where one really feels honored by being among 

the people who are in one hand repository of our region's 

wisdom and precious spiritual and cultural values and on the 

other hand serve as source of creating values and adding to 

them. 

As the cradle of cultural civilization, South Asia 

encompasses the largest cultural diversities that provide 

solid bedrock for peace, stability and development, through 

bridging the gap among cultures and undertaking dialogue 

among the people of this region. This mission can't be 

accomplished without the outstanding proficiency and 

innovative minds of our writers, academicians and of course 

media. 

Given many challenges faced by South Asian Region, there 

is a serious need to develop a culture of tolerance and 

peace-full cohabitation among diverse cultures of our region, 

the only way to effectively combat myriads of social 

diseases, including stereotypes and  misconceptions among 

different cultures, which engenders hostility and mistrust 

among societies.

SAARC was established with the principal objectives of 

promoting welfare of the peoples of South Asia and 

improving their quality of life through accelerated economic 

growth, social progress and cultural development in the 

region. 

Culture Ministers of SAARC countries are meeting since 

H.E. Mr. Ibrahim M. Ghafoori, Director SAARC Secretariat, Kathmandu, 
delivering his Inaugural Address.
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2003 for advancing agenda of SAARC for Culture, making 

directive and decisions aimed at taking measures for 

protection, conservation and maintenance of South Asian 

Cultural Heritage. I am proud to share that the “SAARC 

Summit held in Kathmandu, (26-27 November 2014), 

declared the year 2016 as the SAARC Year of Cultural 

Heritage, tasking the relevant bodies to develop an action 

plan for its success.

Beyond official linkages, SAARC also encourages interface 

and facilitates cooperation with civil society e.g. think tanks, 

private sector, NGOs, professional groups, by granting status 

to Bodies/Organisations, under a specified Procedure. Most 

of SAARC apex and recognized bodies are performing well 

and conducting their planned activities in a way effectively 

contributing to promoting SAARC agendas. FOSWAL, a 

SAARC Apex body is one of them. FOSWAL was recognized 

by SAARC as a SAARC Apex Body in 2002, and played a 

proactive role in promoting friendship through literacy work, 

workshops, conferences and other activities. FOSWAL has 

been instrumental in  'promoting people-to-people contact, 

through literature and cultural connectivity in the  SAARC 

region, which is a core objective of SAARC Charter. I would 

like to congratulate FOSWAL for their achievements in 

channelizing the literacy work in the region to forge, nurture 

and strengthen cultural connectivity among Writers, 

Scholars, Intellectuals, Academicians, Media Persons, 

Peace Activists and Policy-makers. 

This august gathering, where prominent writers, scholars 

and academicians from  the region are present, is another 

successful demonstration of outstanding job done by 

FOSWAL in strengthening people-to-people connection 

through cultural dialogue. 

Before concluding, I would like to stress once more on the 

significance of  "dialogue among cultures" which effectively 

stave off the notion of "clash of  cultures", fostering mutual 

understanding and goodwill among the peoples of South 

Asia. 

Ending my remarks, I would like to express my appreciation 

for FOSWAL for its maximum achievements with minimum 

resources, and wish every success for its future endeavors. I 

would like also to once again thank for the. invitation and 

warm  hospitality extended to SAARC delegation.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra

For some years now the world is facing the nightmare of 

terror almost on a continuous basis. Terror is spreading its 

wings almost all over the world. Gone are the days when 

terror and violence 

were occasional 

aberrations and 

human society 

lived in peace and 

mutual fellow-

feeling. Today the 

news of terror-

strikes and deaths 

seems to have 

become a daily 

occurrence. The 

battle against terror has been mounted in different countries 

through various mechanisms. However one is left with a 

growing fear that perhaps this battle is failing. According to 

data in the Global Terrorism Database (GTD) maintained by 

University of Maryland, US, incidents involving terrorists' 

attacks have gone up five times between 2000 and 2013, 

reaching the awesome figure of 11,000. Sixty percent of 

these incidents have taken place in five countries namely 

Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nigeria, Iraq and Syria. Fortunately 

for us only two of these countries Afghanistan and Pakistan 

are part of our SAARC brotherhood. It is not as if the 

remaining six countries are free from this nightmare. We are 

aware of the decades of turbulence and terror attacks in 

India, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. Luckily Nepal, Bhutan and 

Maldives are free from this malady and peace and happiness 

reigns.

In our troubled, tumultuous times writers have a sacred 

obligation to prevent the death of conscience. We still 

believe that there is inherent goodness in each human being 

which needs to be protected, nourished and awakened. That 

small voice is our ultimate defense against death and 

darkness. There are forces which spread the three elements 

of   fear, hate and despair.  Our battle is against these forces 

to defend hope, love and peace. As a writer I have always 

believed that love is the only thing which is supernatural. For 
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love  negatives the fundamental law of nature that the more 

you give away the less you  have. In love the more you give 

away the more you have.

We have to put our faith in the ultimate victory of hope , love 

and that little voice within man we call conscience. Literature 

like any other creative art, assumes the temporality of human 

life and its being subject to the flux of time. This, however, 

need not lead us to a sense of despair, angst or 

rootlessness. What is important is to realize the possibility of 

creative delight in experience and to assert, almost against 

the whole range of myth-makers and media-managers of 

modern society, the supremacy, uniqueness and communal 

character of shared experience.

ACADEMIC SESSIONS

During the Literature festival there were 10 academic 

sessions which were presided by :

Academic Session I : Prof. Ashish Nandy (India)

Academic Session II : Prof. Alok Bhalla (India)

Academic Session III : Dr. Selina Hossain (Bangladesh)

Academic Session IV : Prof. Abhi Subedi (Nepal)

Academic Session V : Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra (India)

Academic Session VI : Prof. Keshab Sigdel (Nepal)

Academic Session VII : Dr. Shahzad Qaiser (Pakistan)
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On the dais from left : Prof. Refaqat Ali Khan, Director SAARC Literature 
Festival; Mr. Om Thanvi, eminent scholar and Chief Editor of ‘Jan Satta’;  

Dr. Megharaj Adhikari, eminent scholar from Nepal; 
Prof. Ashish Nandy, eminent scholar and writer.



Academic Sessions
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Academic Session VIII: Mr. Daya Dissanayake(Sri Lanka)

Academic Session IX : Prof. M. Nurul Huda (Bangladesh)

Farewell Session X : Prof. M. Nurul Huda (Bangladesh)

Prof. Abhi Subedi of Nepal, the guest of honour presented 

a paper 'Auerbach and Koirala's Modes of Writing : Mimeses 

and Allegories of 

Exile and Peace'.

In respect to border 

or beyond border 

literature the author 

feels that it is not a 

regular mode of 

trauma related to the 

question of partitions 

and border 

epistemology but 

creative critical interpretation of literary works and the 

creation of the subject of sharing in all respects. The border 

becomes a fuzzy line on the face of it, but it directs the 

writers imagination to the realm of linking and bonding. For 

that the writer evokes creative writing, the very mimesis and 

creation of functionality as a way of revisiting the border 

ruptures or border erasures. 

The authors brought in the exilic dimension into 

consideration. Poets and writers exiled from their homes in 

Nepal, found shelter in India. The productivity of such 

authors demands a rightful place. They have been writing (or 

had written) under silent conditionality of exile 

consciousness.

Prof. Ashish Nandi 

has worked for the 

greater part of his life 

on the nature of 

social existence, the 

human potentialities 

and human 

destructiveness. His 

lecture at the Festival 

and personal 
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conversations with the delegates and journalists were 

focused on this aspect of human nature. He was strongly 

concerned that commercialization had adversely affected the 

actual academic issues. He could see horror of human 

destruction in the name of development.

Om Thanvi, a scholar 

and a journalist is more a 

social activist. He has 

open eyes, sees within 

and without, re-acting 

accordingly. He is sure, 

confident, hopeful and 

assertive. The 

contemporary political 

situation does not 

paralyse him. He finds 

strength in popular will.

Dr. Shahzad Qaiser of Pakistan  presented a paper 

'Bridging Historical 

Traumas in the Light of 

the Metaphysical 

Perspective’. He was the 

guest of honour at the 

Festival. The author 

argues that the 

metaphysical perspectives 

are helpful in bridging 

historical traumas. 

Humanity can only achieve everlasting happiness through 

the metaphysics of love and gnosis. Dr. Qaiser argues that 

the metaphysical concepts of permanence and change are 

present in different forms in traditional societies. For example 

Islam stands for 

integrating realities of 

both permanence and 

change in its individual 

and collective life.

Prof. Alok Bhalla has a 

vast canvas of study 

and research which 

comes out when he 

speaks or lectures. 
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Listening to him is a pleasure. His main work is on partition 

literature but he is equally interested in the contemporary 

literature of his own days.

Prof. Daya Dissanayake of Sri Lanka was the Guest of 

Honour. In his paper 

Subhashitha Sahitya for 

Peace and Love he 

argues:

“It is time we go back to 

our original concept of 

Sahitya as found in 

Sanskrit and Pali as the 

way of Peace and 

Tranquility not only in 

our region, but all over 

the world. Sahitya means “to be together; joining together 

various dharmas in one deed; participation of a large number 

of people on equal basis in one acts a kind of Kavya''. Kavya 

has been proposed as a better term for Literature. Let us go 

back to the real Sahitya we enjoyed long ago, to bring back 

peace and love in their true senses”.

Ms. Kunzang Choden, a novelist of Bhutan presented a 

paper “From Peace 

From Within to Peace in 

the Region”. In her 

conclusion she says, 

“Peace, tranquility and 

tolerance have to 

become the most 

important values that 

the countries and 

peoples strive for on a 

daily basis. The 

concerted effort that is 

inclusive must be initiated and sustained. This will be 

possible if peace and tranquility are valued enough so that 

they become the vital basis of our cultural construct”. She 

was optimistic that every person was included in this 

equation of nurturing peace.

Ms. Kamala Wijeratne an outstanding scholar and poetess 

and fiction writer of Sri Lanka presented a paper “Poetry 
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Against Extremism and 

Terror — A Study of the 

Poetry of Four Sri 

Lankan Poets.

Ms. Kamala Wijeratne 

made a critical 

assessment of Sri 

Lankan poets in respect 

to their creative genius 

in projecting the misery 

of innocent people of Sri Lanka caused by barbaric violence 

of the terrorists. She singled out those poets who had voiced 

their protests against the violence and terror in the last four 

decades. The political, economic, social and cultural issues 

that had surfaced had no neat solution for those poets but by 

their writing and poetry they, sensitive people as they were 

articulated and pricked the conscience of society.

Tarannum Riyaz, scholar and a poetess of India presented 

a paper 'Mirror of Secular and Composite Ethos : An 

Overview of Urdu 

Literature'. She points out 

in her paper that poets and 

creative writers have the 

capacity to directly appeal 

to the hearts and minds of 

the people. Let all of us 

stand up and through our 

writings promote peace 

and harmony. Let the lines 

of border be the lines of peace.

Ms. Humra Quraishi, an author and journalist, presented a 

paper ‘Common Concern 

– Several Concerns’.

In her paper the suffering 

of children was her main 

concern. She lamented 

that hundreds and 

thousands go missing in 

each city of this sub-

continent with no protest at 

all about it. To reflect her 

anguish she brings in the great Urdu people Faiz Ahmad 
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Faiz without an observation or comment. She knows that 

each word spoken or written by Faiz speaks.

Professor Muhammad Nurul Huda a well-known scholar 

and poet of Bangladesh presented a paper “Peace For a 

Commoner and 

Confucius”. Commenting 

on an individual, his family, 

society, community, nation, 

earth and universe and the 

balancing relationship 

among them citing 

Confucius he concludes 

that the ideal sort of 

political rule in a society 

can be carried by the 

support of these people who realize the principles of 

supporting values and suppressing voice. This is the task of 

perfect gentleman. People are expected to grow in 

interactive relations leaving aside violence of all kinds.

Arifa Omarloor, a young scholar of Afghanistan presented a 

paper: Literature of SAARC and a New Voice. This paper is 

more a message. She 

wants SAARC to take an 

effective steps for voicing 

the tone of unity and mental 

trust in the literature. She 

wants inter country 

exchange of scholars and 

conferences in several 

countries of SAARC. She 

also wants that the 

Literature of each country 

be available in translated form in other countries.

Dr. Kandiah 

Shriganeshan a critic, 

poet and translator of Sri 

Lanka presented a paper 

“Evolving a New Idiom to 

Express Tamil Life Through 

Translations”. The paper 

makes an attempt to look 

into the poems translated 
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into English from Tamil, selected from the writings of the 

poets living in Sri Lanka. The study focuses on the possibility 

of evolving a new idiom to express Sri Lankan Tamil life in 

English.

Professor Dr. Iqbal Muhammad Chawla a senior historian 

of Pakistan wrote a historical discourse of a contemporary 

problem in Pakistan, titled “Extremism in Pakistan”.

This paper attempts to 

explore and analyze the 

genesis and dynamics of 

extremism in Pakistan, a 

tendency, which can have 

serious implications for 

South Asia. A general study 

of the time and literary 

works of Bulleh Shah, 

Habib Jalib, Munir Niazi 

and many others shows that the Punjabi poets have never 

endorsed acts violating human life. They strongly stood up 

against violence and extremism. Instead they always 

emphasized the unconditional love for humanity as a whole 

irrespective of caste, creed and religion.

Mr. S. Pathmanathan an accomplished poet and scholar is 

a peace loving patriot of 

Sri Lanka with a vision of 

fear free country. For 

projecting his vision he 

has intelligently used the 

soul touching poetry of 

great Tamil poet, 

Karunakaran. The war 

poetry is inevitably bleak 

and negative but 

Pathmanathan could 

discover the positive 

richness in one of the poems published in 2003 by using 

imaginative phrases. 

Salma Bani the author of the paper 'Literature and South 

Asian Realism' is a prolific contemporary Bangladeshi 

diaspora novelist, short story writer and literary critic. She 

explains that the South Asian Literature has been largely 
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dominated by male writers. 

More recently women 

writers of South Asia are 

emerging up. She points 

out that South Asian literary 

activity does not come from 

the freedom we have but 

from the freedom we want 

to have. Writers should not 

have to live in fear of 

persecution or anxiety of the death penalty.

Dr. Praneeth Abhayasundere, a scholar and social activist 

of Sri Lanka presented a 

paper “Pattini, the Goddess 

of Chastity — Bridging Inter-

Ethnic Harmony Through a 

Universal Philosophy of Love 

and Peace”. The author 

observes that the religion, 

belief and rituals, help the 

individual to assert self 

control, develop personality, 

improve communal relationship and engage in ritualistic 

practices. The inter communal harmony was brought about 

by the universality of the ideas of the cult of Pattini which 

sustained even during recurrent inter-communal conflicts 

over the past few decades.

Dr. Muhammad Abdul Qayyum Tahir of Pakistan 

presented a paper “Teachings of Universal Peace.” It is an 

essay on ethics and 

sociology. It raises questions 

which could settle the social 

order for lasting peace. He 

says that peace is love, 

respect and understanding. 

Loving the world and all its 

occupants despite their flaws 

and blemishes, respecting 

the choices other make, even 

if we may not support or understand them, we owe them the 

deference not to question or appose those choices; and to 

understand one another.
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Dr. Megharaj Adhikari of Nepal presented a paper “A 

Heterotypic Memory of Space Dynamics : A Study of Space 

and Architecture of the 

River Banks and its Cross-

border Implications”. In his 

paper Mr. Adhikari asserts 

that the heritage is typically 

part of a strategy of 

associative understanding 

of history and ethnicity via 

memory and feelings of 

nostalgia and search for 

reconciliation. He lamented 

that the negation of the past in favour of future creation is too 

dangerous. Fear of losing past memory remains a historical 

trauma to the people. The old monuments and specific sites 

are vehicles to connect us within borders or outside borders.

Ven. Prof. Gallelle Sumanasiri a scholar and preacher of 

Sri Lanka presented a paper “How the Buddha Dealt with 

Other Religious Parties”. In his paper he said that the 

Buddha welcomed friendly, 

polite and genial towards 

every one. He preached 

respect to all without any 

distinction of caste, status 

or religious affiliation. He 

pointed out that Buddhism 

is indeed a philosophical 

approach that goes much 

beyond a religion and very 

tolerant and not concerned with labels like Christian, Islam, 

Hindu or Buddhist. That was why there have never been any 

war fought in the name of 

Buddhism.

Ms. Jharna Rahman, a 

teacher, scholar, poet and 

T.V. and Radio artist of 

Bangladesh presented a 

paper “Search For Peace 

Through Tagore's Poetry in 
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the World of Turmoil.” She explains that Bengali poems like 

those in other languages are going through the successful 

stairs of time with distinctive thoughts, feelings and 

perception of poetic mind to reach its glorious history. Tagore 

not only brought a dynamic life force to the mainstream of 

Bengali poetry but also acted as the harbinger to add to the 

evocations of universal human perceptions pertaining to the 

values of their contemporaries and the afterwards.

Dr. Alauddin Khan, a teacher and a scholar of Azamgarh, 

India, wrote a paper “Shibli-

As a Poet”. Dr. Khan is 

teaching history at Shibli 

College, Azamgarh. To 

observe 100th death 

anniversary of Shibli 

Nomani, a scholar, 

reformer and poet of 

outstanding merit. 

FOSWAL had requested 

Dr. Khan to present a 

paper on him in the SAARC Literature Festival at Agra. Shibli 

excelled in whatever he undertook. His poems are 

characterized for majestic grace and elegance, sensitivity of 

feelings, thoughtful moral lesson, punch and humour all of 

which go to affirm to his greatness as a poet and person, 

said Dr. Khan

Prof. Samantha Ilangakoon of Sri Lanka is a teacher and a 

scholar. His paper 

“Existence of Otherness: 

Religious Perspectives” 

deals with religious context 

of otherness in varied 

degrees. All religio-moral 

teachings have a social 

foundation. Members of a 

society are relative to each 

other. No one can live 

alone in a social context. The purpose of religion is to 

establish a common and objective social frame work even in 

modern society. The teaching of otherness in various 

religions can be utlised to establish social harmony.

Dr. Indira Babbellapati of Visakhapatnam, India is a well-
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known poetess, scholar 

and translator. Her paper 

“Khaled Hosseini's: A 

Thousand Splended Suns” 

is a critical appreciation of 

a novel providing a reader 

an overview of five 

decades (1960-2005) of 

Afghan history, the focus 

being the status of women. 

The artistry of the narrator lies in explaining the complexities 

of the Afghan society without getting stuck with the policies 

of the nation overtly.  The narrative is skillfully woven and 

shows how the political and the personal are inseparable.

Dr. Ahmad Khan of Delhi, India, read a paper “Altaf Husain 

Hali — A Pioneer of 

Patriotism and National 

Unity”. 2014 is the year of 

100th death anniversary of 

Altaf Husain Hali. FOSWAL 

marked the anniversary by 

inviting Dr. Ahmad to 

present a paper on Hali's 

role as a pioneer of 

patriotism and national 

unity and his contribution 

towards the upliftment of the Muslims of India. Dr. Ahmad 

explained his role and contribution by citing relevant verses 

from his poetry.

Prof. Dr. M. Jamil Qalander of Pakistan presented a paper 

“Human Self : A Fathomless Ocean Without Shore”. Prof. 

Qalander hopes that the world is returning home to embrace 

the position of classical 

philosophers and mystic 

saints regarding mystical 

and imaginative institutions 

and fancy as the fountain 

spring of creativity as well 

as the bridge to what sense 

and reason have failed so 

far to reach the ultimate 

Realities of Being.
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Dr. Parwez Nazir of 

Aligarh, India, wrote a 

paper on Hasrat Mohani 

the great revolutionary 

Urdu poet, being the first 

Indian to demand full 

freedom to India in the 

annual meeting of Indian 

National Congress. Dr. 

Nazir projected his sufi 

bearings, relevant to the theme of the Festival, Moving 

towards Reconciliation. He cited Mohani's verses in devotion 

to Lord Krishna and his home, Mathura.

The poets who participated in the Poetry Reading 

Sessions were : 

Mr. Suneet Chopra (India), Prof. Abhi Subedi  (Nepal), Dr. 

Anand Kumar (India), Prof. Yashodhara Mishra (India), 

Ms. Tarannum Riyaz (India), Mr. Kumar Ambuj (India), Mr. 

Jacob Issac (India), Ms. Jharna Rahman (Bangladesh), 

Mr. Mithilesh Shrivastava (India), Ms. Paul Kaur (India), 

Mr. Nirmal Thapa (Nepal), Prof. Raamaa Chandramouli 

(India), Ms. Rahima Afrooz Munni (Bangladesh), Dr. 

Mostafa Tarequl Ahsan (Bangladesh), Mr. Mohammad 

Saeed Rana (Pakistan),  Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra 

(India), Mr. Aryan Aroon (Afghanistan), Ms. Rekha Kakkar 

(India), Mr. Bhupen Vyakul (Nepal), Dr. Indira 

Babbellapati (India), Ms. Rama Varma (India), Ms. 

Kamala Wijeratne (Sri Lanka), Prof. Keshab Sigdel 

(Nepal), Dr. Muhammad Jamil Qalander (Pakistan), Ms. 

Nazi Karim (Afghanistan), Mr. Nibedan Das Patowary 

(India), Ms. Zohra Zahir (Afghanistan), Mr. Bob D'Costa 

(India), Mr. Perugu Ramakrishna (India), Mr. Dhiraj Rai 

(Nepal), Ms. Farheen Chaudhry (Pakistan), Ms. Gita 

Karki  (Nepal), Md. Muhasin Uddin (Bangladesh), Mr. 

Ibrahim Waheed (Maldives), Mr. Ashok Rawat (India), Mr. 

Dipak Samchu (Nepal), Mr. Sujanaramam Perugu (India), 

Ms. Somaia Ramish (Afghanistan), Mr. Aryan Aroon 

(Afghanistan), Mr. Muhammad Abdul Qayyum Tahir 

(Pakistan), Mr. Arjun Dhungana (Nepal), Ms. Lutfa 

Hanum Salima Begum (India), Ms. Sapna Manglik (India), 

Mr. Shamim Reza (Bangladesh), Dr. Shahzad Qaiser 

(Pakistan), Mr. S. Pathmanathan (Sri Lanka), Ms. Shruti 
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Sinha (India), Mr. Daya Dissanayake (Sri Lanka), Ms. 

Rousanara Begum (India), Ms. Sandhya Pahari (Nepal), 

Mr. Suman Pokhrel (Nepal), Dr. Sushma Singh (India), 

Mr. Syed Nasir Ali Shah  (Pakistan), Ms. Nasima 

Hamdard (Afghanistan), Ms. Tanni Bose (Bhutan), Mr. 

Trimohan  Taral (India), Mr. Md. Mansoor Nassimi 

(Afghanistan), Ms. Akanksha Chaudhary (India), Ms. 

Yekta Ahmadi (Afghanistan),  Mr. Rajendra Milan (India), 

Ms. Shashi Goyal (India), Dr. Shashi Tiwari (India), Mr. 

B.B. Bhandari (Bhutan), Mr. Sushil Sarit (India), Mr. 

Kumar Lalit (India), Mr. Padam Gautam (India), Prof. 

Mohammad Nurul Huda (Bangladesh)

FAREWELL SESSION

The last of the Academic sessions was Farewell session 

presided by Prof. M. Nurul Huda of Bangladesh, Prof. 

Refaqat Ali Khan, the Director of the Festival thanked the 

delegates and apologised for inconvenience if any. Speaking 

on behalf of Ms. Ajeet Cour the Director also thanked the 

pressmen for their cooperation and interest in the Festival. 

The delegates also expressed their appreciation of the 

arrangement for lodging and boarding and thanked Ms. Ajeet 

Cour and her staff.

Prof. Abhi Subedi of Nepal proposed Agra Resolution for 

approval of the delegates which was unanimously adopted.

In the Farewell session on the dais : Prof. Refaqat Ali Khan, 
and Prof. Mohammad Nurul Huda from Bangaldesh.
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Agra Resolution

We, the writers, artists, thinkers, journalists and social 

activists who have assembled here at Agra to participate 

in the SAARC Literature Festival on 13-16, February 

2015 are fully involved in building historical traumas, 

efforts towards reconciliation leading to peace and 

tranquility in the region, within borders and beyond 

borders.

 We the socially conscious creative people of SAARC 

countries are aware of factors leading to destabilize the 

society. Together we stand against them. Women and 

children are equal partners in human civilisation, so are 

the Dalits and tribal. Minorities — religious, racial or 

linguist are as much a part of our civilization as others. 

DIVERSITY IS A BOON. We respect it. OTHERS are our 

neighbours and friends, we adore them.

Let us work together for equality, tranquility and a war 

free and fearless society.

Together we thank Ms. Ajeet Cour for her love and 

hospitality. We pray for his long, happy and healthy life.

Delegates browsing through FOSWAL’s publications

34



Arpana Caur with eminent scholar and writer
Dr. Rajmohan Gandhi

Ajeet Cour with eminent scholar and writer Prof. Ashish Nandy
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Arpana Caur with eminent scholar and writer Dr. Rajmohan Gandhi, 
Mr. Nisar Ahmed Chaudhry and Musab Rafiq from Pakistan

Ajeet Cour with Mr. Om Thanvi and his wife.

From left : Ms. Sujanaramam Perugu, Mr. Ramakrishna Perugu, Arpana 
Caur, Performers from Nepal Mr. Mani Dhan and Mr. Sudesh Raj.
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Eminent delegates from the SAARC Countries.
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Eminent delegates from the SAARC Countries.



MUSICAL EVENINGS — February 13, 14, 2015

After the academic sessions the guests, the delegates and 

the local participants of Agra were taken to Soor Sadan 

Auditorium Agra to evenings of musical performances where 

the multi-cultural presence was demonstrated by the artists 

of Bangladesh, Nepal, India and Pakistan. Music is a part of 

literary programmes of FOSWAL. Music, dance and poetry 

go together in Ms. Ajeet Cour's thinking and planning. She 

was the guiding spirit of the Festival. The heart captivating 

music gave both the colour and spirit to a well attended 

Festival. The musical evenings were open to all. Many 

citizens of Agra besides the delegates and the guests had a 

chance to see the performing artists of various SAARC 

countries on 13 and 14 February, 2015.

The first day of the musical evening began with a devotional 

song of the famous Bhakta, Sant Kabir, the Kabir Bani. Love 

was the passion of Kabir so was his poetry. Farheen 

Chaudhry of Pakistan conducted the programme. She 

introduced the well-known artist of Jodhpuri jee group. Mr. 

Pukhraj Singh, Mr. Surender Singh and Kulwant Singh most 

eloquently.

The Jodhpuri jee gave solo and group performance. There 

was pin drop silence in the packed hall. The listeners were 

moved when they recited : 

 Jab main tha tab hari nahin
 Ab hari hai to main nahin
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The whirling Darveshs from Pakistan — the Malangs,
dancing in ecstasy

40



41

The enthusiastic spectators watching the Folk artist from Nepal
presenting Peacock Dance

Attentive audience enjoying the beautiful performances.

Peacock Dance from Nepal



This emotional cum spiritual feelings reflect the core unity of 

Sufi and Bhakti thought.

Another heart touching event was a dance performance of 

Malangs from the dargah of Shah Husain of Lahore. Known 

as the whirling Darveshs of Asia, these malangs dance to the 

accompanying rhythm of a Dhol, the traditional percussion 

instrument. The layakari or the initiation of the same is begun 

with the sounding of a traditional horn.

Dressed in black with bells in their ankles, the malangs 

pirouette, circle and revolve, reaching a frenzy that is said to 

be akin to the highest kind of ecstacy that can be attained 

while one is in human form.
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Mr. Sudesh Raj Sharma from Nepal presenting traditional 
Nepali songs in the Festival.

Ms. Jharna Rahman from Bangladesh, 
presenting Bengali folk song in the Festival.



The leader of the malang was Mr. Muhammad Asif. He was 

accompanied with Mr. Muhammad Abbas, Mr. Naseer 

Ahmed, Mr. Muhammad Mushtaq, Mr. Muhammad Javed, 

Mr. Sharafat Ali, Mr. Shahbaz Aslam and Mr. Naeem Akhtar.

Another attractive programme was a dance performance of 

peacock from Nepal. The performer covered under peacock 

feathers gave a heart catching performance. He skillfully 

danced and moved about on the stage and also in the hall. 

The peacock dance was also a musical performance. His 

every step was rhythmic to the music played by another 

Nepali performer. The performers were Sudesh Raj Sharma 

and Manidhan Rai.

A performance, again from Nepal, was also enchanting. It 

was a dance, drama, music and fun all put together.

Jharna Rahman, a scholar, poet and a T.V. performer gave a 

beautiful recital of Lallan Fakir's poetry. Her voice was 

melodius so was the poem. It was a pleasure to hear Bangla 

poetry in Agra.

The first two days evenings had musical performances. On 

the evening of 16th February 2015. The delegates were 

taken to the Agra Fort to witness the LIGHT AND SOUND 

programme. It is beautifully scripted account of the history of 

Agra Fort and the Mughal rulers. The destiny of India was 

decided in this fort many a time. HISTORY IN ACTION was 

what the delegates said while viewing the recast of history in 

sound and light. To many of them the visit was a surprise 

though a pleasant one.
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Dr. Shashi Tiwari presenting Brij Songs.



Artists from Nepal presenting their performance.

Peacock Dance from Nepal
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SOME LETTERS OF APPRECIATION

Dear Ajeet Cour Jee,

Warm Greetings.

I have reached Lahore from New Delhi today by PTDC Bus. 

The first thing I have done is to congratulate you on 

organising SAARC Literature Festival Agra, 2015 with great 

imagination, grace and commitment. It was so educative to 

interact with writers, scholars and poets belonging to the 

different regions. FOSWAL under your dynamic leadership 

has become a great institution, indeed.  It is also playing a 

creative role in becoming a nursery for the young writers and 

poets. The interaction process is so enriching.

Please convey my respects and regards to Mr. Refaqat Ali 

Khan Director SAARC, who has conducted the Academic 

Sessions in true excellence.  Our beti Arpana has 

contributed so creatively in the holding of this Festival. Your 

whole team deserves congratulations for such a successful 

event. It is really a great honour for our Region that such 

events enhance our higher consciousness for the attainment 

of  universal peace and love. 

May you live long to see your vision become a reality not 

only in SAARC but in the whole world

Best regards,

Shahzad Qaiser 
Pakistan

•

Most respected Ajeet jee,

Thank you very much for you untiring efforts to keep up with 

the spirit of the unity and creative fraternity of all the SAARC 

writers and creators of excellence and I hope you will 

continue the same venture forever.  You are the central spirit 

for all of us and it is only for you that I cannot avoid attending 

the meet. So I will try this time too, as I did in the past. 
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Agra was a great success. We are all back safely. We are 

most grateful for your generous hospitality as usual. 

With highest regards, 

Mohammad Nurul Huda, 
Bangladesh

•

Dear Ajeetji

Thank you very much for inviting me and for the wonderful 

organisation

You are as always gracious and intellectually exciting.

Keep well. Look after your self.

Love 

Alok Bhalla

•

Dear Maa, Ajeet Caur ji,

Thank you so much for giving me yet another chance to be a 

part of your Literary Forum at Agra February 2015---where 

you assembled a galaxy of stars from the SAARC countries. 

I was one of the modest participants who shared our 

country's biggest challenge of 'Extremism'. I am fully 

confident that my country and our region will be safe from all 

evils including extremism, poverty, illiteracy and others.

I am also grateful to you for giving me a wonderful gift of a 

woolen shawl, my wife and children like it a lot and 

expressing their sincerest gratitude for your affection.

I pray for you sound health and long life. 
  
With warm regards,

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Iqbal Chawla 
Pakistan

•
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Dear Ajeet Cour ji

That's a wonderful experience to be with you and the 

SAARC literature festival community. You're kind enough to 

give me a prestigious platform to present my credibility as an 

academician as well a creative writer. Aparna ji gifted me 

with her book of paintings that inspired the following poem. 

Kindly pass on the poem and my loving regards to her.

Looking forward to meeting you again...

Loving regards

Indira Babbellapati

For Aparna Caur

Whoever said Time

is intangible? Well, I feel

it between my fingers

when I softly touch the idol

of the Buddha or when

Buddha's picture hanging

on the wall in front of me

is locked between my lashes,

as equally as when I hold

my feet between my hands

cupping them to gather

the rivers, the seas and the earth

they absorbe(d). 

Why, you too may touch it

in all its textures if only you gently

gently place your hands on the tip

of the unfathomable 

creation, the tip of which

is the navel you dip your

fingers into or you as an 
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infant held my breasts in

innocent hunger...

Thank you for that wonderful parting gift...

Loving regards

Indira Babbellapati

• 

Dear Madam,

It was an immense pleasure to be part of FOSWAL. Had a 

wonderful time and I sincerely thank for your kind 

arrangements made for our successful participation. I also 

share my sincere gratitude to Mr. Sethi for appreciating my 

speech.  And given the time permission, I shall commit to 

even better presentation in the future to flag up the name of 

FOSWAL.

Kind regards and wish you all a very good luck.

Dr. B. B. Bhandari, Bhutan

•

My dear Ajeet jee,

Thank you very much for organizing such a successful 

conference and inviting us to be a part of that. You all had 

done a marvelous job regarding everything. 

I am very grateful to you for the opportunity and all the help 

you have given us.
I wish you good health, long life, happiness and success.

With Metta,

Praneeth Abhayasundere, Sri Lanka
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Dr. Rajmohan Gandhi
India

Prof. Ashish Nandy
India

H.E. Mr. M. Ibrahim Ghafoori
Afghanistan
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Prof. Gallelle Sumanasiri
Sri Lanka

Ms. Kunzang Choden
Bhutan

Prof. Alok Bhalla
India

Ms. Tanni Bose
Bhutan

Mr. Aryan Aroon
Afghanistan

Mr. Nasir Ali Syed
Pakistan

Ms. Nasima Hamdard
Afghanistan

Ms. Salma Bani
Bangladesh

Dr. M. Jamil Qalander
Pakistan

Mr. Bhupen Vyakul
Nepal

Mr. Md. Muhasin Uddin
Bangladesh

Dr. Indira Babbellapati
India



Mr. Said Hafizullah Maududi
Afghanistan

Dr. Shahzad Qaiser
Pakistan

Ms. Ajeet Cour
India

Ms. Farheen Chaudhry
Pakistan

Mr. Ibrahim Waheed
Maldives

Mr. Ziya-us-Salam
India

Dr. M. Iqbal Chawla
Pakistan

Dr. Alauddin Khan
India

Ms. Arifa Omarloor
Afghanistan

Mr. Mithilesh Shrivastava
India

Ms. Rahima Afrooz Munni
Bangladesh

Mr. Suman Pokhrel
Nepal

Prof. Samantha Ilangakoon
Sri Lanka

Mr. Rana M. Saeed
Pakistan

Ms. Lutfa Hanum Salima Begum
India
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Prof. Abhi Subedi
Nepal

Mr. Om Thanvi
India

Dr. Sitakant Mahapatra
India

Ms. Humra Quraishi
India

Thakur Ram Pratap Singh
India

Mr. Rahim Hayat Qureshi
Pakistan

Mr. Ahmad Khan
India

Mr. Ngawang Phuntsho
Bhutan

Ms. Somaia Ramish
Afghanistan

Prof. Keshab Sigdel
Nepal

Ms. Jharna Rahman
Bangladesh

Dr. K. Shriganeshan
Sri Lanka

Dr. Paul Kaur
India

Mr. M. Abdul Qayyum Tahir
Pakistan

Dr. M. Tarequl Ahsan
Bangladesh

51



Prof. Refaqat Ali Khan
India

Mr. Daya Dissanayake
Sri Lanka

Dr. Selina Hossain
Bangladesh

Mr. M. Mansoor Nassimi
Afghanistan

Dr. B.B. Bhandari
Bhutan

Ms. Kamala Wijeratne
Sri Lanka

Dr. Yashodhara Mishra
India

Mr. Shamim Reza
Bangladesh

Dr. Anand Kumar
India

Mr. Trimohan Taral
India

Dr. Kumar Ambuj
India

Ms. Gita Karki
Nepal

Mr. Dhiraj Rai
Nepal

Ms. Yeganeh Yekta
Afghanistan

Mr. Perugu Ramakrishna
India
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Dr. Praneeth Abhayasundere
Sri Lanka

Prof. M. Nurul Huda
Bangladesh

Ms. Arpana Caur
India

Dr. Megharaj Adhikari
Nepal

Dr. S. Pathmanathan
Sri Lanka

Ms. Tarannum Riyaz
India

Ms. Rousan Ara Begum
India

Mr. Vivek Jain
India

Mr. Sushil Sarit
India

Dr. Parwez Nazir
India

Ms. Freshta Karim
Afghanistan

Ms. Sujanaramam Perugu
India

Dr. Shashi Goyal
India

Mr. Arjun Dungana
Nepal
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Mr. Nisar A. Chaudhry
Pakistan



Mr. Nirmal Kumar Thapa
Nepal

Ms. Zohra Zahir
Afghanistan

Mr. Suneet Chopra
India

Mr. Rajendra Milan
India

Mr. Ashok Rawat
India

Ms. Nazi Karim
Afghanistan

Dr. Shashi Tiwari
India

Prof. Chandramouli Rama
India

Mr. Nibedan Das Patowary
India

Dr. Jacob Issac
India

Ms. Akanksha Chaudhary
India

Ms. Sandhya Pahari
Nepal
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Mr. Nasir Ali Syed from Pakistan presenting his books to 
the President of FOSWAL Ms. Ajeet Cour

Mr. Dipak Samchu
Nepal
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When I look back, way back in 1986, 
just one year after the formation of 
South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC), which 
unfortunately had overlooked the 
significance of culture and civilisational 
linkages of the region, I felt I owed it to 
literature and culture of the 
neighbouring countries, to raise voice 
for peace and tranquility in the SAARC 
region through cultural connectivity. 

Thus, I launched my mad dream of 
catching that elusive golden sparrow called Peace through 
cultural and literary exchanges in the region. 

Times were turbulent in the SAARC region. I launched my rickety 
boat in the rough sea with a Writers' Conference of Indian and 
Pakistani writers, in the autumn of 1987, to create a solid 
platform for meeting of creative and sensitive minds, which 
became a historic milestone: the first-ever clarion call for ‘people-
to-people contacts’. 

Endeavouring for peace in these disturbed times is always a mad 
dream, but continuity of life and civilisation depends on dreams 
never dreamt before! 

The endeavour grew into a full-fledged movement over the years, 
maturing into the first-ever SAARC Writers Conference in April 
2000, organised by our Non-Government Organisation, thus 
laying the foundation of cultural connectivity through interaction 
of creative minds, and paving way for understanding and 
respecting the 'otherness' of 'others'. 

The status of FOSWAL has been elevated to SAARC APEX 
BODY. 

It is only through cultural and civilisational linkages and bondings, 
and particularly through exchange of creative ideas that we can 
celebrate the diversity of South Asian Identity, focusing on and 
respecting the regional languages of the people, not only the 
written word but also the oral folklore, to celebrate the ancient 
civilisational links, throbbing and alive, since the times of 
Harappa and Mohanjodaro Civilisation. 

The SAARC Library of South Asian Literature is a pioneering 
effort of FOSWAL, aimed at publishing, in quality English 
translation, anthologies of poetry, short fiction and essays, as 
well as distinguished individual works by eminent authors from 
the SAARC countries. FOSWAL keeps commissioning eminent 
scholars to edit region-specific, language-specific. topic-specific, 
literary genre-specific anthologies of writings from all countries of 
the SAARC region. The attempt is meant to reinforce the cultural 
kinship among these countries, and to peep into the souls of the 
people of this region through making the translations of creative, 
critical and contemplative literature available to each other, and 
also for global readership.

-Ajeet Cour 
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